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1. (C) OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM (OXY) HAS INFORMED US THAT 
THE LATEST LEGAL EFFORT BY THE U'WA INDIANS TO PROHIBIT 
DRILLING IN THE SAMORE BLOCK HAS FAILED. THE U'WA INDIANS 
HAD FILED A TUTELA (A REQUEST FOR INJUNCTION BASED UPON A 
VIOLATION OF FUNDAMENTAL CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS) IN EARLY 
JULY CLAIMING THAT DUE PROCESS HAD NOT BEEN FOLLOWED IN 
THE GRANTING OF A RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR A ROAD TO OXY'S 
EXPLORATORY DRILL SITE, GIBRALTAR ONE (REFTEL) . THE COURT 
RESPONDED TO THE TUTELA WITH A HARMLESS ORDER THAT THE 
LOCAL MAYOR, RAFAEL CARRILLO SUAREZ, MUST VERIFY OXY'S 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE DELIMITATIONS MADE ON THE GRANT OF THE 
RIGHT-OF-WAY, WHICH BECAME EFFECTIVE IN JANUARY 2000. 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE U'WA COMMUNITY, THE PROCURADURIA 
{ATTORNEY GENERAL 1 S OFFICE) AND OXY ACCOMPANIED THE MAYOR 
ON THE JULY 13 VERIFICATION VISIT AND LATER SIGNED A SET 
OF MINUTES CERTIFYING OXY'S COMPLIANCE WITH THE GRANT. 
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2. (C) OXY HAD BEEN OPTIMISTIC THAT A FA VORABLE OUTCO ME 

WOULD EMERGE FROM THE COURT PROCEEDINGS . I ^1 B6 

I EXPRESSED HIS DELIGHT THAT 
THE COMPANY AVOIDED FURTHER OPERATIONAL DELAYS (AND THE 
ASSOCIATED COSTS) DURING THIS LATEST ROUND OF LEGAL 
MANEUVERING BY THE U'WA. NEITHER HE NOR WE, HOWEVER, ARE 
ENTIRELY CONFIDENT THAT THE NEXT LEGAL CHALLENGE DOES NOT 
LIE IN WAITING. 

KAMMAN 
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